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±, H S 9t the rest of them to you by the end of the week* 

and it's long. I'll try to be 



Bill Corley from NBC, 
possible. 









I talked 
.as brief 

Corley had just recently become news director here <n November, 1963. 
S or ' to he had been extremely busy setting up for JPK's visit 

and ao was a very concerned about the cancellation c f the trio. As 

S ?? USQ ^ 3suad a cover story saying that JFK had 

lj cold \ Je sa ^ d 3 y®ars in VV ashington had taught him to be 

vtuy suspicion s of E'ld colds, but his suspicions were allayed, as 
he recalls, when a few days later there was some large change *n the 
n i; P 5 at i, onal Ration. He said that change explained to £<■ 
satioiact on wny the president had had to remain in Washington: 
although that wasn’t, of course, necessarily true* The first he 
, ? rd ?£ v f 1 i se was an anonymous tip after the assassination, in 
wnich the -nformaht sa*a the real reason JFK hadn't come to Chi. 
was tnat someone was going to kill him here, and that he should 
loot • n,° Thona s Vallee. He at first thought the guy was a kook 
who ca led him, but as they checked into it he became interested. 

He felt that sxs«a;x±« there might be a connection between Vallee and 
Oswd d, but even if there wasn't it was a story of local interest 
and nad the interesting twist that here was a guy from the Right 
obv cualy planning to do the same thing Oswald did. Re recalls that 
they, devoted so much time and effort to the thing that he became 
tae brunt of several jokes at NBC, other affiliates ware joking that 
b.8 thought he had the solution to the whole assassination* 

He recalls-that the initial foray for hx±^hrxji information gave him 
the L.acv.-3 that Vallee had been picked up with the 2,000 rounds cf 
a:T!muniti on, a knife, and a small arsena l in his car;. that the car 
,.ad the ork license plate ^31lbRFy and other Inf orTnat 4 on that 
we have: military service, political affiliation, etc* He called 
NBC News in New York and asked them to check the lioense number for 
him. They apparently forgot to do it, and when he didn't hear from 
tnem x or a couple days, he asked Luke Hester, who hod come from 
New York, if be knew anyone. Heater's father was a police aaptain 
it.. i»ew fork o' ty, and Hester said his father cculd certainly get it. 
..ester's father shortly afterward replied that there was an FBT 
freeze on informs tt on about the license plate, and that Luke would 
prooably. get a v* si t from the FBT about it. 

Although Corley wasn't sure of the exact day, he remembers that it 
was^a holiday, most like Thanksgiving (11-28), two FBI men went 
to Luke Hester's home and a3ked him why he was checking on that 
license number. Hester said his boss had asked him to do it, and 
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Jorley 3ai.d that the interview ’q'aa exactly as the FBI men had 
presented it in the report, with two exceptions. They did mention 
names in t he interview, that's one. But the other 's more intriguing. 
Ctr ley ranembers no such discussi on as the freeze being pit ced on 
the license # because of some connection with Oswald . He recalls 
no such thing. 'As a matter of fact, he says ~he~la ter talked to 
Marlin Johnson, FBI chief here, and Johnson only indicated to him 
that the FBI freeze on the license number was done at the r equest 
o.f the Secret Service . To his recollection there was no reason 
given for thojE freeze, and that's whab intrigued him about it. 

He says he feels the statement by the FBI agent about that in the 
report was merely "him telescoping two or three things into one 
report . ,r 



He could add nothing more up unfc*l the t’me that Vailee went to 
court. He said that Sallee was represented by two attornie3, and 
as he remembers it they were not regular Criminal Court type 
lawyers, although he couldn't remember who they were. He sai d 
that vie en he was asked by the NBC managerial t about tie overtime 
devoted to thatcase he justified it by saying ’t was a story of 
local interest that involved a right winger planning to do the 
same thing Oswald, the left winger did. So there was no doubt 
in his mind that Vailee was planning to hit the president. 

He said he tried to loc ate to. eir original information on Vailee, 
but hadn’t been able to f-'nd it. He said if they could looate 
it he'd let me know and Icould look at it. He says as far as 
he's concerned he could find no link between Vailee end Osv/.sK , 
but it's sti 11 an open case for 1 him and if I find anything solid 
he wonts to know about i t« 

He was not at all surprised at the tales of disappearing files, 
letters, and break-ins. He suggested I tighten my security. 

He added a now consideration, though, he said that there are now 
operating a number of self-styled vig* Xante groups — right wing 
of course -■ * and th g t in hi 3 opinion they have the c apabili ty of 
breaking into my apartment a n d t a pp i n g my phon e . He said he’s 
hoping to catch one of these groups in action so h-c can nail them. 



He said that ge has no idea why the story was not reported before 
he got the t -7 p, but wouldn’t speculate about a blackout. When I 
pointed out that the FBI agent’s interview with him was dictated 
on 2~3»69 and the fi.r’st newspaper account was the next day, he 
said what probably happon sd was that the Daily News had a contact 
at the FBI office who told them that NBC wa3 devoting a lot of 
time to to is story, and they figured they’d better get on 4 t, too. 
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That's about all for Corley. I talked to Henry D e Sutter, finally, 
yesterday. DeSutter works for the Daily News. He said he'd try 
to help but didn't see how ..he could be much help. He didn't sound 
very interested, but then he was trying to get the idea over the 
phone, and I find this whole affair too complicated to explain on 
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? Pitting to assassinate th» p^«h he «. Was char ^ ed with 

information, and they reduced th^ he gave the FB T 

of a weapon, Aothe? curious thiJ h& ?Z e *° * unlawful use 
^ was arrested in May *196? ^ this is that 

ariving while intoxicated* reckles? driJi 6nn l & charged with 
tne Secretary r>r Q<- 0 f . x^cKieso driving;. i ch^flfpn 

the fact tK an llut ol~°£i£ here Who ^ifieV?ofme 
automatically*^ ^^Tre^oLTfo^ ° f d ™ ke ” d ”iv* Eg 
i_ ; e tnat even if said driver is f one year - They told 

they ge^ the report on it ann *--01 ' S1 ' ed in another state 
And yet, in November, 196? te's 9 ^^ ^ license is revoked, 

violation in Chicago * S Ghar S ed with a traffic 

hand c orne^of t^second vT °? the t0p ffl S^xka»a left 
written in on the right side*?? th the 38ma number that is 
question mark on the first fchird pa S e - The 

source, but except for that^fi nth PUt °? by my frie nd»s 
numbers ,s*r>o. . ~ ,, r 7(V rn^ml ro e —•••>.-*• - 
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